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of the men of that age, — a man of spotless fame, worthy to be held in 
lasting remembrance. But it was scarcely necessary to write his life 
at such great length, or to introduce so much of general history. Mr. 
Stuart has not yet learned to be concise, or to reject a part of his mate- 
rials in order to give greater prominence to really characteristic inci- 
dents. Hence his style is diffuse, and his book is crowded with petty 
details, which retard the progress of the narrative, and withdraw the 
attention of the reader from its more important and suggestive state- 
ments. Notwithstanding these faults, however, and some unimportant 
mistakes, he has made a very acceptable and valuable contribution to 
our historical literature. His materials were very ample, embracing 
the voluminous collections of Trumbull Papers in the libraries of the 
Connecticut and Massachusetts Historical Societies, numerous letters in 
the possession of Governor Trumbull's grandson, and various other 
trustworthy documents, obtained from public and private sources. His 
knowledge, too, of subjects incidentally connected with his princi- 
pal topic appears to have been unusually full, and his work is writ- 
ten with a just admiration of the character and services of Governor 
Trumbull. 



4. — The Life and Times of Daniel De Foe : with Remarks Digressive 
and Discursive. By William Chad wick. London : John Russell 
Smith. 1859. 8vo. pp. 464. 

Although Daniel De Foe is now chiefly known as the author of 
that remarkable narrative which may be called " The Boy's Own 
Book," he was a prominent actor in the political intrigues of the reign 
of William III., and his life connects itself with much of the public 
history of the period. Sturdy in principle, active, industrious, and 
thoroughly devoted to William, he was an efficient supporter of the 
new monarch, both by his numerous pamphlets and by his personal 
advice. A thorough, exact, and well-digested account of his life and 
writings would therefore be an acceptable contribution to historical 
literature, while it would possess a special attraction in the variety of 
incidents in De Foe's personal experience. That Mr. Chadwick has 
failed to present such an account in the volume before us must be evi- 
dent even upon the most cursory examination. He has written a very 
heavy and uninteresting book about a very remarkable man ; and what- 
ever other qualifications he may possess for his task, he certainly has 
not an adequate command of the resources of the English language. 
His style is hard, dry, and inflexible, and much of it is modelled on the 
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worst pages of Carlyle. It is neither dignified, harmonious, nor idio- 
matic, and is thickly strewn with vituperative epithets. Mr. Chadwick 
is a strong partisan, always ready to engage in the discussion of side 
issues, however remotely connected with his immediate subject ; and 
his readers are frequently treated with a tirade aimed at some party or 
individual of the present day. He never looks at historical events and 
personages through a colorless medium, but always under the influence 
of a strong bias. It should, however, be added, that he has studied his 
theme with much thoroughness. He has burrowed with the zest of an 
antiquary among the forgotten pamphlets of the age of William, and 
lias given us very copious extracts from them. Indeed, a large part of 
his volume is composed of these disjecta membra. But much more is 
needed in the biographer of De Foe than the widest acquaintance with 
this rubbish. He should have the ability to condense into a few rapid 
and weighty sentences the substance of an entire pamphlet, to seize at 
a, glance the important points in a controversy, and to bring vividly 
before the imagination of the reader the very men who wrote and 
struggled, with every accessory of time and place. In a word, he 
should give us results in clear, compact, and polished narrative and 
statement ; and it is precisely here that Mr. Chadwick fails. 



5. — A Decade of Italian Women. By T. Adolphus Trollope, 
Author of " The Girlhood of Catherine de' Medici." London : 
Chapman and Hall. 1859. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. xv. and 410, 451. 

From the Preface to these volumes, we should infer that a principal 
design in their preparation was to illustrate certain phases of the much- 
vexed question respecting the education and position of woman, con- 
sidered with reference to her social and intellectual influence. But 
with this exception, they contain only the slightest allusion to the sub- 
ject. The work is to be considered as a contribution to biographical 
literature exhibiting only that degree of unity which is suggested by 
the title-page, rather than as a series of Lives written to recommend 
any special theory. It is true that most of the women whom the author 
has thus brought under our notice lived in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries ; but their positions in life were very various, and they had 
little in common save their birth in Italy and their nearly contempora- 
neous appearance. The most distinguished of the ten are. St. Catherine 
of Siena, Catherine Sforza, Vittoria Colonna, Olympia Morata, Bianca 
Cappello, and Olympia Pamfili ; and this enumeration is sufficient to 
show how wide a range of subjects Mr. Trollope has treated. His 



